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Not just food for people – Best-In caters for pets 
 
Kuopio-based Best-In Oy specialises in making additive-free foods for cats and dogs from high-quality 
ingredients. Domestic production and freshness are Best-In’s key assets in the pet food market. 
 
Best-In produces 21 varieties of wet dog food and a range of treats from pig ears to 
pigtails. Dog food is the facility’s main product, but feline foods are also produced. 
 
Made in Finland and additive-free  
 
The pet food market is a continuously growing, international line of business. Families 
are fond of their pets, and many pet owners are more concerned with their pet’s nutrition 
than their own. Best-In invests in continuous product development to meet the rising 
needs of our furry friends. Under Atria Plc, pet food manufacturer Best-In is expanding 
its product range from fresh foods to frozen biologically appropriate raw food (BARF) 
goods. Best-In is upgrading its production process and building a blast freezer tunnel and 
deep-freeze warehouse for new frozen food products. 
 
– It is pretty much locally sourced food for cats and dogs. 
Almost all our raw materials come from Finland, mostly 
from the regions surrounding Kuopio. Only rice, soy and 
corn are imported. The meat raw material is 100 per cent 
Finnish. Nowadays, most wet dog foods come from Asia, 
and our additive-free products, made in Finland of Finnish 
raw materials, have a loyal customer base, says Managing 
Director Kalle Hakala. 
 
The Best-In range includes a selection for puppies and small 
breeds as well as for big dogs requiring high doses of 
energy. The selection includes products made with meat and 
cereal, meat and vegetables but no cereal, and meat only. 
Fresh dog foods are pre-cooked in a pasteurisation process 
to guarantee that the food keeps for three months in an 
unopened package. Pre-cooking at just under 100°C also improves the ingredients’ 
digestibility and keeps vitamin loss at a minimum. The natural vitamins included in the 
raw materials stay nearly intact, so there is no need to add synthetic vitamins. All dog and 
cat food raw materials are rated ‘food quality’, equally suitable for the production of 
human food. 
 
Taste jury made of furry specialists 
 
Best-In has official pet juries for testing new products. 
“We work in cooperation with the University of Eastern Finland. Cats and dogs selected 
by the university and our factory outlet sample our new products. The pet owner then 
fills out a test questionnaire based on how the pet seems to enjoy the food and the 
intensity of the pet’s eating performance. The owner also assesses the food in terms of 
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smell and appearance and then answers our questions online, accumulating content for 
our review bank,” says Quality and Development Manager Sanna Kumpulainen. 
 
Fact box: 
The history of Best-In Oy goes back to 1970 when Atria’s predecessor in Kuopio was 
Lihakunta, a co-operative slaughterhouse. It developed a solid dog food well known by 
many Finns, Mustin Murkina. The first product was launched under the Best-In brand in 
May 1977. In 2012 Atria Plc became the sole owner of Best-In Oy. Before that, it had 
been co-owned by HK Ruokatalo Oyj. Best-In is a leading pet food producer in Finland 
and market leader in domestically produced fresh dog meals and dog treats. The 
company’s net sales are approximately EUR 6 million. It holds an international ISO 9001 
certificate. 
 
 


